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forcing Phelps's committee to report on the tariff; but Speaker Orr ruled
their spokesman off the floor.
Nothing daunted, the tariff men had just begun to fight. A few
moments later the Indian appropriation bill was up and Phillips,, in
committee of the whole, attacked Cobb's estimates. Hunter's kinsman,
Garnett of Virginia, rushed to his defense with the same arguments
Hunter had used in the Senate. At the close of the debate Phillips tried
to get permission to introduce his tariff bill. Objections and the absence
of a quorum blocked him.
The tariff Democrats next moved with the Republicans. Morrill, to-
gether with Howard of Michigan and H. Winter Davis of Maryland,
had prepared a protective measure. Phillips and his Pennsylvania col-
leagues now offered to support that bill. Here again their tactics failed
because the coalition could not muster a two-thirds vote. When Mont-
gomery tried to get an amendment providing specific duties for iron
tacked on to the Post Office bill, he was ruled off the floor. Positively
the friends of the tariff had gotten nowhere, but negatively their in-
fluence was becoming more formidable.
The days were passing rapidly, the long-delayed appropriation bills
found going heavy. Every day that passed without action made the
tariff group stronger, as the Pennsylvania Democrats cast their embar-
rassing votes. Finally on February 26 the ways and means committee
yielded, to the extent of agreeing to report out all the tariff bills before
it. When Phelps brought them in, the foes of the tariff, though in a
minority, still could prevent the two-thirds vote necessary to receive
the bills. By this time it had been demonstrated that no tariff measure
could reach the floor of the House. The administration forces could pre-
vent that. But they could not prevent the reprisals that were about to
be made by the vengeful Pennsylvanians.
V
The long delay caused by these political and regional interests made
the fate of the appropriation bills uncertain, as the shortness of time
played into the hands of the tariff advocates. The Senate did not begin
on die important appropriation bills sent over from the House until
February 16 and passed its first major one only on the 21st. At the close